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Inside

T
he City’s six fire stations and Public
Safety Training Facility celebrate National
Fire Prevention Week with open houses

on Saturday, October 10, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
The fire station open houses provide

residents an opportunity to meet their
hometown heroes from Fire, Police and
Public Works and enjoy a variety of
activities, demonstrations and tours. Free
t-shirts, temporary tattoos, stickers and
coloring books will be available for kids. 

The “tools of the trade” equipment
demonstrations will offer kids the chance to
step inside a fire truck or Public Works vehicle to
see firsthand how they work and what it feels like to be in
the driver’s seat. 

In addition to the six fire station open houses, the South Metro Public Safety
Training Facility will also be open to the public. The facility provides a place for fire,
police and other public safety personnel to conduct training on their own. It is used
to host local, regional and nationally recognized training courses. The center also
hosts the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources firearm safety program,
which is open to the public. The 28,000 square-foot, two-building campus is located
in Edina and is a joint effort of the cities of Bloomington, Eden Prairie and Edina and
the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport Police Department. See left for all
open house locations. 

Bloomington Fire Chief Ulie Seal said the open houses
generate countless visitors each year. 

“The open houses are important because they give the
community an opportunity to be reminded of the

importance of fire prevention and fire safety, as well as meet
the members of the Department,” Chief Seal said. 

The first Fire Department open house was
held on October 4, 1947, shortly after the Town
Council voted for the official start-up of the

Bloomington Fire Department. The 26 charter
members of the department originally met
in the town garage until the first fire station
was constructed. The total cost of the new
building and equipment was $24,000. 

Today, there are 140 members of the
volunteer, paid-on-call Bloomington Fire

Department who respond to fire calls from
six fire stations throughout the city. The
average response time is 4.5 minutes. For
more information, call the Fire Department 

at 952-563-4801. 

Meet your hometown heroes 

Fire stations open to the public

B
loomington resident Paul Stapleton was always fascinated by the number and
variety of birds he saw in his backyard near Harrison Park, 1701 West 100th Street. Yet
it wasn’t until he retired and began volunteering for the Raptor Center at the

University of Minnesota that he was able to name the birds he had admired. Now
Stapleton spends his free time assisting the Raptor Center in transporting and

releasing injured birds that have been nursed back to health. One such bird
Stapleton helped was a young Cooper’s hawk with an injured wing. The hawk was
discovered by a walker near Harrison Park. Once the veterinarians at the Raptor

Center fixed the young hawk’s wing, Stapleton released the bird back into its
natural habitat near Nine Mile Creek. 

“After a few test runs, the hawk usually gets the hang of flying again and
realizes what it’s supposed to do,” Stapleton said. “He’ll fly to a nearby tree and
hang out there for awhile before he builds up the confidence to fly again. Then he
just takes off into the horizon. It’s an amazing thing to see.”

In addition to volunteering for the Raptor Center Stapleton tracks birds in his
backyard for Project FeederWatch, a winter-long study that helps scientists track
movements of winter bird populations and long-term trends in bird distribution.  

Book ’em a success

Money for crime prevention 

T
he Bloomington Crime
Prevention Association (BCPA) Book

’em used book sale raised a record
$98,000 to help fund crime prevention
and awareness programs in the city.
The 17th annual sale welcomed nearly
50 volunteers. For more information,
call BCPA at 952-220-2537 or visit
www.bcpamn.org. 

A “Taste” of

hospitality

Hotel earns award 

T
he Hilton Minneapolis/
Bloomington hotel was awarded

the 2009 Star Supporter Award from
the Bloomington Sister City
Organization at its annual fundraiser
“Taste of Japan.” According to Human
Services Manager Lorinda Pearson, the
hotel was instrumental in providing
an outstanding welcome and first
impression of Bloomington for Izumi
City’s mayoral delegation visit in 2008. 

Correction: Page HS3 of the August
Briefing People2People insert
incorrectly identified the hotel.  

History lessons

Old Town Hall special events

I
f you like history, you won’t want
to miss these upcoming Bloomington

Historical Society events: 

☞    Hooked X
October 11, 2 p.m.

☞    Dakota Conflict
October 18, 2 p.m.

☞    Harvest Festival
October 24, 12 - 4 p.m.

☞    Treasures of Minnesota
November 1, 2 p.m.

☞    Speed Holman
November 15, 2 p.m. 

Programs are held at Old Town
Hall, 10200 Penn Avenue South. For
information, call the Bloomington
Historical Society at 952-881-4327.     

Following his (bird) calling

Resident helps hawks find their way home
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Open house

Visit your local fire station 
Saturday, October 10

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Station no.                    Address

           1                 10 West 95th Street

           2                 10601 Xerxes Avenue South

           3                 2050 East 86th Street

          4                 4201 West 84th Street

           5                 10540 Bush Lake Road

          6                8601 Lakeview Road

Also stop by the Public Safety Training

Facility open house!  

7525 Braemar Boulevard, Edina
(east of Highway 169)

Paul Stapleton poses with a young
Co0per’s hawk, which came to the
Raptor Center with a broken wing, 
before releasing it into the wild. 
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www.bcpamn.org
http://www.ci.bloomington.mn.us/cityhall/dept/fire/fire.htm

